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I think city coun cil has been very short-sighted in decid ing to put 16 pickle ball courts in Bon -
ner worth Park.
Like the Joni Mitchell song says, “They paved para dise and put up a park ing lot.” Maybe Bon -
ner worth doesn’t look like para dise right now, but it could.
Why not keep the base ball dia monds and skate board areas, plant more trees, put in gar dens
and benches that every one can enjoy instead of tak ing away much needed cli mate enhan cing
green space in town?
Yes, there are other parks nearby, but we really need to pre serve the green spaces we have in
the res id en tial areas.
It’s well known that pickle ball courts are noisy and com pet i tions will also bring spec tat ors, so
why put 16 all in one place? If people say they want them for healthy exer cise and enjoy ment,
then why not put two or three courts in di� er ent areas of the city so neigh bours aren’t
impacted by the noise?
If the pickle ball asso ci ation wants 16 courts together so they can hold com pet i tions, etc., then
put them out side res id en tial areas, maybe on or near Harper Road, for example. The casino
and hotel there would also bene �t.
Another option is hav ing some indoor courts that could be used year round. How many people
are going to want to play pickle ball out side in the increas ing heat of our sum mer after noons?
Why use green space for courts that can’t even be used in the winter months?
It seems that plans for Bon ner worth were already estab lished and decided on before neigh -
bours were well informed.
Rather than cre ate anim os ity between the neigh bours and the pickle ball com munity, coun cil
should at least take time to con sider a com prom ise before call ing in the bull dozers.
Recre ation facil it ies are import ant, but $4.4 mil lion would be bet ter spent address ing home -
less ness and the deaths caused by the opioid epi demic in our city.
Clare Keast, Peter bor ough

Why pave para dise?

The Peterborough Examiner · 18 Apr 2024


