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In the April 13 Exam iner, Lois Tu�n accused Coun cil lor Keith Riel of throw ing weekly tan -
trums at coun cil meet ings.

She writes, “I’m tired of the yelling and the over-the-top per form ances. They dimin ish the
dig nity that is sup posed to come with the role.”
Tu�n ignored a more insi di ous threat to dig nity at city coun cil, demon strated by Mayor Je�
Leal’s con duct regard ing the planned Bon ner worth redevel op ment. I’m not refer ring to the
mayor’s threat to “carve” Coun cil lor Bierk “like a tur key.” I’m refer ring to his cre ation of the
myth of the “hoity-toity.”
Speak ing about Bon ner worth at the April 2 gen eral com mit tee meet ing, the mayor stated
there was a nar rat ive cir cu lat ing that pickle ball is a sport for the elites, the coun try-club class,
the “hoity-toity.” This nar rat ive was cre ated by the mayor. Those ques tion ing the wis dom of
the Bon ner worth pro posal have not described the pickle ball com munity as elite or hoity-toity.
The mayor’s strategy appears designed to dis tract from the import ant, unre solved ques tions
about Bon ner worth. He cre ated a false nar rat ive and attrib utes it, by implic a tion, to those
oppos ing the Bon ner worth plan. He turned the debate away from legit im ate, sub stant ive con -
cerns to focus instead on an eas ily refuted non-issue.
The mayor stayed the course at the April 8 coun cil meet ing. He lobbed lead ing ques tions about
pickle ball as a hoity-toity sport to two speak ers advoc at ing for the Bon ner worth redevel op -
ment.
The mayor could have asked mean ing ful ques tions of rep res ent at ives on both sides of the
debate, and encour aged oth ers to do the same. He could have thought fully led the dis cus sion
and we all would have learned through the pro cess. The mayor could have been a leader;
instead, he chose sar casm, and obfus ca tion.
I’ll take Coun. Riel’s trans par ent hyper bole over Mayor Leal’s manip u lat ive divis ive ness any
day. Per haps Tu�n, “who weighs every word with care,” might extend that care to deeper
re�ec tion as to who is really dimin ish ing the dig nity of their role on city coun cil.
Paul Sobanski, Peter bor ough
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